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Non-Conforming Vehicles Working Group 

Meeting Agenda

10/6/25 

1:00 to 2:30

· Introductions

· Voting member and non-voting members

· Review the purpose of the working group 

· Non-compliant vehicles: should they be on the road?
· Initiated by Mitsubishi Delicas not meeting federal standards
· Had to recall registrations for a couple dozen Delicas
· Identify the operating standards that prohibit nonconforming vehicles from being operated on the State's roads and highways

· Review current relevant laws and rules related to definitions, registration, inspections, operations. 
· In 2025, law changed to require a vehicle to be 35 years old to be  considered an antique, vehicles already registered as an antique were grandfathered.  
· Toby – main concern is that vehicles registered with antique plates are exempt from inspection but some antique cars are being used for daily use, which is not allowed. 
· Horseless carriage vs. antique auto
· Sue – in reading the affidavit, it does not say anything about mileage restrictions; 

· Many years ago there was a restriction for antique vehicles 
     of no more than 3000 miles annually. 
· Low speed vehicles – manufacturers must indicate on the MCO that it’s a low speed vehicle

· Made for narrower streets, more populated areas
· Bruce Scott – current law requires vehicles registered out of state, and operating in Maine must be similar type vehicles to Maine vehicles. Even if a vehicle is properly registered in the owner’s jurisdiction or state, it may not be legal to operate in Maine
· Registration company out of Montana (Dirt Legal) registering off-road vehicles and then people are trying to transfer the registration to a Maine registration which is not allowable. 
· Off-road vehicles may not be registered in Maine. Off-road vehicles owned and operated by government entities may be operated on roadways but this is due to the training of the operators and circumstances of their use.
· All-terrain vehicles are not subject to titles & registrations but are subject to operation standards and laws
· Bruce Scott – manufacturers guidelines 
· Federal motor vehicle standards

· Inspections annually
· Maine law sections 1751 & 1756 (29-A)
· State Police created a rejection standard not an acceptance standard
· Why can’t state police inspect non-conforming vehicles?
· State police don’t have capacity or expertise to enforce over 800 pages of Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) and many supporting standards developed by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) 
· Would be impossible to create a separate standards for non-conforming vehicles
· Vehicles must pass an inspection for the year it was manufactured

· Robert Drummond
· We rely on guidance of state police for vehicle safety

· If state police can’t identify if non-conforming vehicles are safe, there is no way an inspection mechanic could either. 
· Lt. Scott – Vehicle must adhere to the standard of year manufactured and substantially maintained it its original condition
· There is a problem with abusing registrations for antique autos

· Most antique auto owners make a good faith effort and have a responsibility to keep vehicle in safe working order

· Toby – In NJ, law enforcement would inspect antique vehicles
· Incidents where the antique vehicle shouldn’t have been registered (not inspectable)

· Cathie – would our recommendation be to leave antique auto laws as they are today. 
· BMV currently prevents registering a vehicle as antique if it’s the owner’s only vehicle or mode of transportation

· Lt. Scott and BMV are often asked why a non-conforming vehicle cannot be registered. 
· Toby –it is my understanding that if you’re in commerce, you cannot use an antique vehicle for transport or commercial purposes, 
· Cathie – some states allow non-conforming vehicles but each state has to look at road conditions, traffic conditions, etc. 
· Discuss next meeting - 10/20/25 1:00 to 2:30
· Talk about #2 and #3 on resolve
· Virginia had a similar working group –the end result was they decided not to have non-conforming vehicles on the road
· Discuss safety studies
· Closing remarks

· Adjourn


